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Mr. Chairman,

As always, it is a pleasure to be with fellow parliamentarians, sitting side by side, putting our heads together, thinking in the same wave-length of thoughts, striving together for a common cause - building a community - ASEAN Community.

What makes it more pleasurable, Mr. Chairman is the 'like back-home' hospitality, extended by the host country, Indonesia - to all the delegates - in a brotherhood atmosphere, that makes everyone at ease and comfortable. 

The host's hospitality does not end at that. They brought us together at Lombok - a tranquil, serene, beautiful and unspoiled Island resort.

The scenery is breathtaking and the sea breeze is intoxicating. 
I hope, Mr. Chairman, this pleasurable moments would not go into our heads and mind, to the extent that we forget to remind ourselves, of the importance of this annual meeting, which requires our full commitment and concentration / in discussing a wide range of issues that affect us all.

Mr. Chairman,

As head of Malaysian's delegation, to this 33rd ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, I would like to put it on record, on behalf of the Malaysian delegation, our admiration for the great effort put together by the host country - Indonesia, under the table leadership of Dr. Marzuki Ali.

For this year conference, Dr. Marzuki Ali did not only bring ASEAN parliamentarian together with representatives from observers countries, but he also initiated the move to bring representatives from Pan African Parliament. This move has widen the scope of AIPA's regional concern. Inevitably, it will benefit us, - AIPA in terms of enhancing our knowledge, in our quest for progress and widening our networking.

Mr. Chairman,

This annual gathering, without doubt, strengthen the existing bonds among ASEAN parliamentarians and will surely enhance the sense of togetherness and friendship among our parliamentarians in this region. 

Let us continue to work in this great spirit of ASEAN / to achieve our vision of an ASEAN Community by the year 2015. 

Mr. Chairman,
ASEAN COMMUNITY 2015

The impending success of ASEAN Community, as envisaged by leaders of ASEAN, should be as a result of a collective effort by all parties in this region. As we move closer to crystal/lizing (kris til lising) this vision in 2015, more and more action-oriented programs are required, especially those which involve the participation of civil society organizations (CSOs). 

This is important, as there are needs to increase the level of public awareness, of the impending establishment of the ASEAN Community. More importantly, as we move forward, we must ensure that the planned benefits of an ASEAN Community, would be felt and truly appreciated by our people, from all walks of life, no matter where they are in this region. 

Action-oriented programs must be people-centered and people-friendly. Involvement of civil society is vital, because public participation would strengthen the building blocks / of our ASEAN Community. This is where, in my opinion, parliamentarians should play their roles extensively. 

As representatives and voices of the people, engagement with their constituents / on the establishment of ASEAN Community / could produce the chain reactions needed / to bolster the success of ASEAN Community in the longer term. Without deeper involvement of the people across ASEAN, we risk having a fragmented community / instead of a unified one. 

In my humble opinion, extensive travels of our people / within this region be further encouraged, as one way to integrate the people of ASEAN. Deepening our knowledge of our neighboring communities / and developing mutual understanding and respect / for one another’s ways of life, is essential, if we are to be successful as a community in the long run. Striving for mutual understanding and respect could pave the way for a stronger and unified community in the region.

Mr. Chairman,

ECONOMIC COOPERATION
As we make every effort to come together as a community, we have to take cognizance of the gaps / in economic development / as well as standard of living / among communities within ASEAN. Adam Smith, the father of modern economics once said, and I quote:

“No community can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the members are poor and miserable”. (Unquote)
Growing and sharing the economic pies / would be more meaningful when everyone participates / and contributes for the betterment of the community as a whole. The challenge is to make it a reality / and bridge the existing gaps, through economic cooperation across the region, as well as increasing regional trade among us. 

Mr. Chairman, 

EMULATE POLICY/PROGRAM REGIONAL COMMUNITY

ASEAN should learn from the successes and failures of established regional communities / such as the EU. We could emulate the success stories of EU’s Health Programmes / such as the reduction of health inequality across EU member states. 

It is reported that under this agenda, a European directory of good practices is produced / with a view to reduce health inequalities among EU member states. Extensive documentation of national level policies of EU member states / is also compiled. Best-fit practices are then adopted / which have resulted in reducing health inequality across Europe.

It was also reported that / good policies in areas such as housing and education could improve the quality of health of the population. These are among the successes that we could emulate.

We should also learn from the mistakes and failures of EU / in order to avoid similar pitfalls and drawbacks. The monetary union is an example. Some have argued that monetary union alone / without fiscal union / is potentially disastrous. Even the existence of political union / through the establishment of European Parliament / could not avoid the crisis. 

The Eurozone has demonstrated that / without similar levels of productivity, the economic strains that monetary union members suffer will continue to become more apparent. Wages, prices, unemployment and a whole raft of other factors / will continue to vary widely among member nations. If the balance is right, the country can remain competitive. If it is wrong, it needs to spend / to make up for the shortfall. Such spending, leads to large deficits, which later widen when the economy slows.

Mr Chairman, 

These are some of the issues that AIPA could discuss and highlight in the process of the establishment of the ASEAN Community by 2015. As parliamentarians, it is our duty to offer our views and opinions to the leaders of ASEAN. It is my hope that these issues could be considered in greater details and would eventually help to strengthen the formation of the ASEAN Community.

Thank you.
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